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MOPOKE	
Welcome to our spring 2016 edition of our newsletter Mopoke. It seems like we had such a long, 
cold and wet winter, it is lovely to be able to embrace the warming rays of the springtime sun 
before we have to hide from the fierce summer sun. 

Our wildlife also seem to agree it’s been a long winter and are now busy sorting out the best 
nesting sites, that and fending off unwanted competition from neighboring birds appears to have 
given them a huge appetite as I seem to be inundated with hungry parents seeking extra food 
almost every time I step outside. Even my pair of very shy and timid Red Capped Parrots 
appears to have forgotten they don’t like me and wait patiently at the back door for their seed to 
be topped up. It’s all very interesting and I never take for granted the trust these beautiful 
creatures have in me. 

We have been getting in ducklings for the past couple of months, this is as to be expected and 
although we all groan at the thought of the extra work rearing these babies places on us, we all 
seem to manage.  I have even had a pair of adult Wood Ducks visit me several times in the past 
few weeks and they have been checking out the gum trees out the front in case they can find a 
suitable ‘spot’ to create a nest, this is much to the annoyance of the Pink and Greys who give 
them the old heave ho whenever they look like settling in. I can’t say that I mind if they don’t 
stay and nest as getting those babies safely down and then to a water source in Vic. Park gives 
me the feeling of extreme stress. 

Baby Wattlebirds are also now turning up and requiring care, they are such funny little babies 
and I find quite delightful, apart from anything else they are fairly resilient and we have a good 
success rate with, no doubt Raven babies will also be presenting very shortly. 

All in all, it’s great to have winter but it is fabulous to have the sun out and about, not just for us 
humans but for the many and varied wildlife which make their homes alongside us. 

Heather Seear 
President – Malubillai Wildlife Carers Network Inc. 
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Australian Wildlife Rehabilitation Conference. Melbourne. 

This year Sue Rose and I attended the conference along with 25 other carers from WA. I 
believe it was one of the best. The theme this year was connecting to Country and through our 
care of wildlife it is something we all do. I have taken so much away with me from this 
conference it is hard to know where to begin. It is very clear that as carers of wildlife it is not 
enough to just pick them up from the vets and fix/rear them and let them go. We need to know 
what is wrong with the animal and how to prepare it for release. 
  
In its pure form the word Rehabilitation means:-  
 
“To restore to effectiveness or normal life” Therefore we have a responsibility to not only care 
for that animal at its weakest time but make sure that it has a normal life upon completion of that 
process. This means more than giving it a second chance. It expects that as wildlife carers we 
will release it into a suitable environment and that it will have a good chance of survival as will 
the other inhabitants of that environment. 
The sharing of knowledge was highlighted at the conference as was our duty to learn as much 
as we can about the wildlife in our care. Many things that I learnt have made me question the 
way I treat the animals in my care. That is a good thing as it will result in an improved outcome 
for our wildlife. Learning should be an ongoing thing for all carers and there are some excellent 
opportunities for that here in Perth. 
 
It was such a wonderful experience to be in a room with hundreds of likeminded people and to 
swap ideas. We laughed and spent too much money at the trade stands, we ate awesome food 
and drank litres of coffee. We talked, slept, woke early and talked more. There were some 
wonderful vets there every day and they made themselves available for a chat at any chance 
we got. It was also reassuring that much of what they talked about we knew and we also picked 
up some new exciting ideas. 
 
The next Conference will be held in two years’ time in NSW and I am saving for it already. 
Thanks must go to Malubillai for supporting us and a special thanks to Sue Rose with whom I 
shared a room. We had some interesting moments. 
Lyn	Manuel.	
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An  EGGxact  Science 

 
Following a tree lopping. Of course I said yes as one does, not realizing the work involved. 
I was On Friday 8th July I had a call requesting would I look after 2 eggs that had been found 
presented with a very messy nest, two white eggs and an incubator. 
 

                             
    
Nobody knew what bird laid these eggs but it was decided it must be doves because of the time 
of year. So I set up the incubator at 38 degs. Celsius, humidity around 60% and turned the eggs 
4 hourly and yes that included throughout the night. I had joeys to feed so figured turning eggs 
was no drama.  
 
The incubation would take about 15 days or so for the eggs to fully hatch. I candled the eggs 
and figured they were about day 5 by the size of the embryo. 
  
Dove eggs do not have a waterproof membrane like chicken eggs so it is important not to get a 
dove egg wet. Anything you put on the egg will penetrate the shell and affect the baby inside. It 
is important to wash your hands with an antibacterial soap before handling a fertile egg. Despite 
what others may have said, do not write on or stick anything on a dove egg.  
 
On 17th July I noticed one egg had ‘pipped’ which is the tiny crack in the egg made by the chick 
beginning to hatch. I was so excited. I got up the next morning to………… 
 

 

 
 
 
What a miracle to see this little one 
appear, I was thrilled. The next 
morning number 2 hatched. They 
weighed 7.8 and 6.9grms 
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This was day 4/5 and they weighed 
13.9 and 12.1grms.  
They were fed 8 times a day with 
neo-care and gained 2grms a day 
initially which increased to 4grms 
plus daily.  
 

 

 

By day 10/11 they both weighed 37.4grms and I sadly had to pass them on to another carer as I 
was going to Melbourne for a conference.  

Today that carer brought them round to see me before they are moved into the pre-release 
aviary and what beautiful, gentle souls they are. 

 

 

Sue	Rose	
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Do	You	Care?	

I, like many others often look around and wonder how any wildlife manages to exist as 
the city and freeways expand, housing estates continue to eat into what is left of native 
bushland. We all know and appreciate that it is always going to be a fine line between 
keeping some of what we have and giving way to the pressures of 21st century living. 
Personally at times I really despair of how quickly we forget what was there and accept 
what it has been replaced with.  
 
Just driving to the end of the freeway (north) reinforces that sense of despair.   But 
when you travel overseas and especially to the Asian countries, where the living 
standards are so much lower than ours and many people rely entirely on sourcing food 
or crops from land that is home to many of their native animals that you start to realise 
that at least in Australia there may still be hope as we do still have some respect and 
understanding of our native wildlife.   
 
In Thailand and I am sure other neighbouring countries it seems to be quite common 
practice to net rivers mouths, this enables easy catching of tidal fish. I was astounded 
when I first saw this, but as I don’t go to bed with an empty stomach and have a fairly 
high standard of living (by comparison) it is easy to see why these practices still 
continue. 
 
I guess until we ALL unite to help ALL peoples living on this planet that the decline of 
ALL native wildlife will continue. 
 
Heather  
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SAUSAGE SIZZLE 
Malubillai Carers Network, will be holding a sausage sizzle on Saturday the 29th 
October 2016, at Bunnings in Cannington, on Albany Highway opposite side to 

Carousel Shopping Centre. Commencing at 8.30am until 4.00pm. 

Any support from our readers would be most welcome, we have great sausages, great 
service, a choice of sauces, onions and the profits all go to help our sick and injured 
wildlife. If you can come along and buy a sausage in a bun we would love to see you. If 
you would like to make a donation please do so using the details supplies in our 
membership form for a direct deposit, or post to our address: - PO BOX 595 VICTORIA 
PARK 6979  

 

 

 

 

 

 

MALUBILLAI MEETINGS: - Our meetings are held monthly on a Saturday at 22 
Garland Street Victoria Park, commencing at 1.00pm. Our President who is a great 
cook generally brings along some goodies for all to share, tea, coffee and soft drink is 
available.  We welcome visitors and potential carers, PLEASE just come along and get 
to know us and some of our wildlife as we generally have a few at each meeting. We 
would welcome you with open arms.     
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Thai	Fish	Owls	of	Thailand	or	Pi-Tid-Pi-Tee	
	
I	 recently	went	 on	 a	 trip	 to	 southern	 Thailand,	 it	 has	 been	 a	 long	 time	 since	 I	 have	 returned	 to	 that	
country	and	I	had	forgotten	how	lovely	the	place	is.	The	people	are	so	gracious	and	friendly,	the	food	is	
amazing	and	all	in	all	it’s	a	great	place	to	visit.	We	stayed	in	an	area	called	Krabi,	the	scenery	is	breath	
taking	and	the	bay	near	our	accommodation	is	truly	beautiful,	the	fishermen	still	use	their	old	style	‘long	
boats’	and	along	with	fishing	will	take	tourists	out	the		nearby	islands	(one	of	which	is	known	as	James	
Bond	island,	as	one	of	the	many	JB	movies	was	set	there).	
	
But	apart	from	all	that	the	Thai	people	of	this	area	have	a	love	of	owls	and	you	will	see	all	sorts	of	items	
representing	these	birds,	there	are	many	sculptures	depicting	the	‘fish	owl’	and	I	have	included	a	photo	
of	a	pair	of	them.	
	
Pi-Tid-Pi-Tee	(Fish	Owls)	have	ears	and	brown	colour	with	some	white	spot	on	their	big	bodies.	Singing	
“pi-tid-pi-tee”	they	are	out	hunting	at	night.	Their	neck	is	360	degree	turnable.	This	kind	of	bird	is	also	
very	monogamous.	Living	as	in	couple	should	one	of	them	pass	away,	the	other	one	will	live	alone	for	
the	rest	of	its	life.	Pitidpitees	are	believed	to	be	“Bodhisattva	Birds”	and	they	will	bring	good	luck	to	
everywhere	they	are.	
	
This	delightful	sign	was	with	the	fantastic	wood	carved	pair	of	Fish	Owls,	photo	of	which	I	have	
included 

 

	

Heather	
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Membership	Application	/	Renewal	Form:	

	

Surname…	……………………………………………………………………………………..		First	Name…………………………………………………………………………	

Address…...…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….	

…………………………………………………………………………		 	 	 Post	Code………………………………………………………………………….	

Telephone:	Home…………………………………	Mobile……………………………………….	Email………………………………………………………………………….	

Membership	Costs:	$20.00	single				 $30.00	Family	 	$15.00	Pensioner/Student/concession;	Donation	$…………………………			
Please	make	cheques/money	orders	payable	to	Malubillai	Wildlife	Carers	Network.	
I	am	interested	in	becoming	an	active	voluntary	member	YES/NO	(please	circle),	If	yes	please	request	and	complete	a	volunteer	
application	for.	Direct	Credit:	BSB:	016	263	A/c	No:	109493371	ANZ	A/c	name:	Malubillai	Wildlife	Carers	Network	Inc.	
Please	send	membership	application	form	to:	Malubillai	Wildlife	Carers	Network	Inc.	PO	Box	595	Victoria	Park	WA	6979	
	

 


