INDIANNA
One of the survivors of Indian Ocean Drive

On the 19th of September 2010 the new Indian Ocean Drive
was officially opened. At a cost of $95 million dollars it was
expected to reduce travel time between Perth and Geraldton,
and provide a scenic alternative to the Brand Highway. It runs
through Nambung National Park and two nature reserves.
Hundreds of Western Australian wildlife have lost their lives for
the sake of saving less than an hour in travel time.
Wildlife carers from Loveland for Wildlife, based at Jurien Bay,
knew the number of dead and injured would be high. They
called for a meeting of all stakeholders before the opening, to
see if a plan could be implemented to save as many creatures
as possible. Malubillai works closely with Loveland for Wildlife
through our joey release program, so we offered our support.
The carers had information flyers printed to put up around
Jurien shopping centres, asking motorists to be aware of
wildlife while driving. The flyers included basic first aid for
injured wildlife, as well as contact numbers for help. Soft eskys
donated by a local business were filled with assorted sized
pouches for Marsupials and reptiles, plus disposable gloves
and scissors. Surveyors tape was included to be attached to
the bodies of any Marsupials checked for pouch young. Contact
numbers for help with any injured or orphaned wildlife, plus first
aid instructions were also included with the eskys. It was
arranged for representatives from Main Roads, DEC, the
Council and the rangers, to meet with the wildlife carers.The
rescue packs were given out to Rangers and Main Roads
staff. Malubillai Wildlife Cares Network were approached to see
if we would take on any injured wildlife found by motorists
heading south and one of our vets was asked to help with
treatment for any injuries. Main Roads committed to daily
patrols to remove the dead and seek treatment for the
orphaned and injured creatures. Rangers also checked the
road on their patrols. Up until the end of November 2010 six
Joeys have been saved.

Below are some statistics and photos from only one day’s travel
by Carers from Loveland for Wildlife, JUST BETWEEN
CERVANTES AND LANCELIN. Australian wildlife is
disappearing faster than any other country in the world I do not
think this is something to be proud of. Do you?
Kangaroos: 13 (4 fresh bodies checked, 3 male, 1 female with
active pouch, but unable to locate joey). One live kangaroo
obviously had been by car and was hobbling off road in front of
us, but by time we stopped, he/she had disappeared into the
bush.
Snakes: 8 (mainly king browns)
Bobtails: 24
Emus: 2
Rabbits: 3
We also saw 2 flocks of LIVE emus and removed 1 live bobtail
from the highway, as he was happily sunning himself.
50 dead bodies - quite disturbing...

