
Magpie	Release	Program	
 
Some years ago, when our first lot of Magpies were ready to be released, Karen who is alsoa 
wildlife carer and member of Malubillai offered her farm in Northam as Malubillai’s official 
release site. For sometime they had being planting trees around the perimeters of the 
paddocksand finally, when the trees were large enough to sustain the magpies, our release 
program began. 
 
There were a number of us that drove to Northam for the day, to take the first lot of magpies. 
This first release at Karen’s was what we would consider a hard release. Since then, Karen has 
build an enormous aviary to accommodate stage four of rehabilitation However, due to the birds 
having been together for sometime in very large flight aviaries, a hard release didn’t prove to be 
a problem. With the leader bird released, the others, one by one took flight and followed. We 
stood for sometime and watched as they sorted out their pecking order. Our very first release 
was successful. 
 
And as the saying goes, the proof is in the pudding, because the following year, these birds had 
offspring. Along with Karen’s love and care of these creatures, the fact that they had bubs 
proves what a successful Magpie Release Program Malubillai has.  
 
Our magpie release program has been going for quite a number of years now, and it has proved 
so successful, Malubillai in conjunction with Karen’s approval, accepts some release magpies 
from other groups.  
 
If the birds have had a strong and uneventful rehabilitation stage 3, they often don’t need long in 
stage 4 at Karen’s. Sometimes being in care for only a couple of weeks, then a soft release, 
going to and fro from the aviary as they wish, until they source their food supply. In the 
meantime, Karen follows up with some weeks of subsidised feeding, to ensure the birds keep in 
good condition, basically, until the stragglers settle down and find their food source. A number 
of magpies do hang around the farmhouse for a while, foraging for food, and being 
supplemented, but eventually they leave for greener pastures. Then the process begins again. 
 
To our knowledge there has been no problem with the yearly releases, there is room for all. The 
magpies from the previous year seem to know to move on down the line to allow the newcomers 
into what was once their territory when they were released the year before. It is quite amazing 
how it all works and falls into place.   
 
Having these creatures back on the land, helps keep the pests down, and in so doing, reduces the 
need to spray. It’s a win win situation. Northam is a beautiful part of the country in Western 
Australia, and has rolling hills, dams and billabongs on the farms, (as shown in photos of 
Karen’s property) and of course, plenty of food to sustain the magpies for a very long time.   
 
Taking into care so many magpies is a contentious subject, this is due to the members of the 
public rescuing a magpie, that doesn’t need rescuing. However, although Malubillai does 
attempt to return some of the magpies to their rescued site, it has been found, many of these 
birds suffer from throatworm or pox. The time frame for treating these conditions, means the 
birds are away from their family units too long, and hence need to be admitted to our 
rehabilitation and release program. 
 
 
 



 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 



 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 
 

 
 
 


